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A recent series of 
TED Talks explored 
the topic of how to 
best evaluate “suc-
cess” in public edu-
cation. As one might 
expect, the suggest-
ed outcome mea-

sures varied based on the definition of 
“success.” Some authors touted tradi-
tional indicators such as performance 
on standardized measures of academic 
growth and achievement, others in-
dicated public recognitions and ac-
complishments, and some shared that 
stakeholder satisfaction was the key 
measure. Others gravitated towards 
more qualitative indices including 
student connectedness, community 
service, diversity of programming op-
tions, and support mechanisms. 

In District 29, everything starts with 
our mission statement which states: 
“Cultivating a learning communi-
ty that engages the hearts and minds 
of students, one child at a time.” We 
strongly believe that no single test 
score can effectively measure a child’s 
success in school, and no single mea-
sure can be an unequivocal litmus test 
relative to our success in accomplish-
ing our mission. Rather, we must ac-
tively analyze a variety of data points 
to understand how our system is, or is 
not, facilitating our mission and lead-
ing to successful outcomes.

For students, we can look at data rel-
ative to their academic growth and 
achievement on standardized assess-
ments like the Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP), the state-mandated 
Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers (PARCC), 
the Illinois Science Assessment (ISA), 
and the New Trier Placement Tests. 
We can also examine students’ active 
participation in competitions, perfor-
mances, community service activities, 
and school-based initiatives.

Relative to our system, we can look at 
our success in cultivating our learn-
ing community, engaging students 
through innovative curricular and 
instructional practices, providing in-

dividualized services to students, en-
hancing staff expertise, improving our 
facilities, and effectively managing our 
financial resources.

As we celebrate the 2017-2018 school 
year, we reflect on the health and suc-
cess of District 29 by highlighting some 
of our meaningful outcomes over the 
past year. While there is always room 
for improvement, we are proud of our 
many “successes” this year and thank 
you for cultivating this very special 
learning community with us.

Dr. Edward Stange
Superintendent, District 29

SUCCESS ON MANY LEVELS

The Sunset Ridge Choir sings during the performance at the New Trier Choir Festival.
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District 29 was accepted into a three-year part-
nership program with The Chicago Museum 
of Science and Industry, which supports ad-
vanced science teaching and learning at the 
whole-school level through differentiation and 

collaboration. Science teacher Nicole Johnston 
(right), who was accompanied by Sunset Ridge 
Principal Dr. Ivy Sukenik, was invited to speak 
at the program’s annual recognition event.

The 2017-2018 NWEA MAP assessment in District 29 showed student growth from the fall to the spring in both 
reading and math that was significantly above the national average. This year, the growth even surpassed the 10-
year average performance in District 29.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT ON THE RISE

Public recognition is one measure of the exceptional education students receive in District 29. 
During the 2017-18 school year, District 29 was recognized for academics, the arts, science, 
technology, athletics, facilities and finances.

The next several pages outline those successes, recognitions, honors and community 
partnerships that benefit students.

DISTRICT 29 STUDENTS AND 
PROGRAMS EARN RECOGNITION

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP

NWEA MAP READING RIT SCORE NWEA MAP MATH RIT SCORE

D29 FY18
D29 10-Year Average
National Average
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The District 29 Music Program 
was selected by the National As-
sociation of Music Merchants 
(NAMM) Foundation as a 2018 
Best Communities for Education 
Award Recipient. Designations 
are given to districts and schools 
that demonstrate an exceptionally high commitment and 
consistent access to music education. Just 582 school dis-
tricts and schools nationally were recognized.

Now in its 19th year, the awards program recognizes the 
outstanding efforts of teachers, administrators, parents, stu-
dents and community leaders who have made music educa-
tion part of the curriculum.

Three District 29 stu-
dents were recognized by 
the Village of Northfield 
during the annual Arbor 
Day celebration for their 
outstanding essays on the 
importance of trees. Pic-
tured are fourth graders 
Ava Chadha, Grady Welch 
and Scarlett Subeck, along 
with Village of Northfield 
officials Linnea Palm-
er-O’Neil and Joan Frazier.

The Sunset Ridge Jazz Band and Jazz Combo suc-
cessfully performed at two festivals during the 2017-
18 school year. The jazz groups were award winners 
at the Northshore Jazz Festival at Glenbrook South 
High School and the New Trier Jazz Festival.

The Sunset Ridge girls basketball team won the North Shore 
Independent Conference championship.

MUSIC PROGRAM EARNS AWARD

HIGH HONORS 
FOR JAZZ GROUPS

STUDENTS RECOGNIZED FOR 
WRITING EXCELLENCE

The Sunset Ridge Scholastic Bowl team earned fourth place in the 
regional tournament and qualified for the national tournament. The 
team included: Colleen Charchut, Daniel Cho, Colin Giroux, Brendan 
Warshauer, Brendan Sunnygard, Jake Papas Dennerline, Connor Koy, 
Ilana Friedel, Emilia Orta, Julia Vago, and Matty Schultz.

SCHOLASTIC SUCCESS
The Sunset Ridge Scholastic Bowl team demonstrated their 
cross discipline academic knowledge while earning fourth 
place in the regional tournament. Their performance secured 
them a spot in the national competition.  In addition, Sunset 
Ridge School students were able to showcase their mastery of 
language and knowledge of the earth at the annual Spelling 
and Geography Bees.
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DISTRICT EARNS FINANCIAL
RECOGNITION FROM STATE
The Illinois State Board of Education provided District 
29 with its highest financial rating based upon its fis-
cal management, budget, and fund balance. “Financial 
Recognition” is provided to districts with fiscal solven-
cy and strong financial management.

In addition, the independent Moody’s Rating Institute 
awarded the District a “Aaa” rating, its highest rating. 
This is based upon the district’s investment grade.

DISTRICT 29 A SHOWCASE FOR 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

Project Lead The Way (PLTW) 
is a nationally acclaimed K-12 
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics 
(STEM) program. The organi-
zation selected District 29 as a 
model demonstration site this 
year, which allowed educators 
from across the Midwest to 
observe District 29 students 
engaged in problem-based 
learning activities in comput-
er science, engineering, and 
biomedical science.

Students work on Project Lead 
The Way activities during 
the demonstration site visit 
that showcased the district’s 
innovative approach to 
learning.

ROBOTICS TEAMS EARN HIGH 
RECOGNITION IN INAUGURAL YEAR
Sunset Ridge students were 
highly successful in their in-
augural year of robotics com-
petitions. Team Controlled 
Chaos won the Teamwork Al-
liance Championship during 
their first competition. Team 
Fiber Optics won the Illi-
nois State Championship and 
qualified for the VEX World 
Robotics Championships.

Students compete during a 
robotics tournament.

FY 17-18 BUDGETED OPERATING
REVENUES BY SOURCE

FY 17-18 BUDGETED OPERATING
EXPENDITURES BY OBJECT

Local Taxes 91.29% 

CPPRT 0.73%

Investment Earnings 0.68%

Other Local Revenue 2.35%

State Revenue 3.54%

Federal Revenue 1.42%

Benefits 13.63%

Purchased Services 11.94%

Supplies 3.81%

Capital Outlay 3.61%

Tuition/Other 7.15%

Salaries 59.86%



Makerspace environ-
ments provide an op-
portunity for students 
to demonstrate their 
creativity while learn-
ing STEM skills. In 
District 29, students 
can participate in ro-
botics, computer coding, computer-aided design, 3-D print-
ing, design, modelling and sewing.
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Middlefork students building models.

Preparing students for the future means that learning 21st Century skills must be a part of the 
curriculum. Those skills include effective communication, collaboration, critical thinking and problem 
solving, as well as more traditional academic areas. District 29 students benefited from a variety of 
21st Century programs this past school year, designed to engage their hearts and minds and build 
competencies across domains.

This page outlines just some of the curriculum initiatives during 2017-18.

DISTRICT 29 IMPLEMENTS 21ST 
CENTURY CURRICULUM INITIATIVES

NEW APPROACH TO 
TEACHING WRITING

TECHNOLOGY INFUSED 
CURRICULUM

District 29 began the initial implementation of 
Lucy Calkins Units of Teaching Writing. The na-
tionally renowned and highly acclaimed instruc-
tional approach to teaching effective writing will 
be fully implemented in both Middlefork and 
Sunset Ridge Schools over the next few years. 
Staff attended specialized training at the Teach-
er’s College in New York and began implemen-
tation of the new curriculum in grades K-5.

DISTRICT 29 NEWSCASTS
Middlefork students 
developed their 
own television stu-
dio newscast titled 
“Dolphin Waves.” 
Students at Sunset 
Ridge School also 
produce their own 
television newscast, 
WSRS. Students at 
both schools participate in all aspects of each broadcast, in-
cluding writing, production, direction, editing, sound and 
lighting, and performance.

AN ASSIST FOR THE ART PROGRAM
With financial sup-
port from the Dis-
trict 29 PTO, the 
Sunset Ridge Art 
program took a gi-
ant leap into art of 
the future with the 
purchase of a virtual 
reality drawing sys-
tem that allows stu-
dents to create art in a 3-dimensional world. 

Katharine Geary and Loreli Hansen 
reporting the news.

Caroline Kinsenlla-Coggeshall creates 
virtual reality art. 
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Student interests are wide and varied in District 29 and the schools work to ensure as many of those 
interests are met through programs and offerings for students. Sparking learning opportunities in 
these areas at times means moving outside of the traditional classroom and exploring the world 
around the school and community.

This page outlines just some of these 
special opportunities for students 
that occurred during 2017-18.

DISTRICT 29 OFFERINGS REACH
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

STATE OF THE ART LIBRARY 
PROGRAMMING

Both the Middlefork and Sunset Ridge libraries moved into 
the 21st Century with innovative programming this year. At 
Middlefork, students engaged in digital story-telling, a Win-
ter Reading Olympics and Poem in Your Pocket Day. At Sun-
set Ridge, students organized and led Book Club discussions 
and the “Adopt-A-Bookshelf ” program was implemented.

Sunset Ridge students 
prepare the weather 

balloon for launch.

Students participate in the ropes course at Camp Duncan.

Students participate in 
the Vocabulary Parade, a 
Middlefork tradition where 
all students and staff pick a 
vocabulary word to learn during 
the school year, and then a 
special school wide program 
is held to reinforce vocabulary 
development. Costumes are 
made to illustrate the word. 

SCIENCE 
IN ACTION
As part of the Weather Balloon Challenge 
2018, students successfully dropped an 
egg from 84,000 feet with-
out it breaking. Addi-
tionally, the students took 
photos of Earth from the 
stratosphere to “prove” it 
is round. 
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The end of the year means recognizing the accomplishments and honors of Sunset Ridge and 
Middlefork students. Honoring the accomplishments of students and volunteers is a time-honored 
tradition in District 29.

The next several pages outline just some of the awards and accomplishments during 2017-18.

DISTRICT 29 CELEBRATIONS 
AND HONORS

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATESSTUDENTS EXCEL IN YEAR-END 
PERFORMANCES Middlefork 3rd grade students and Sunset Ridge 8th Grade 

students celebrated their accomplishment at their graduation 
ceremonies. 

Middlefork and Sunset Ridge students showed off their sing-
ing, acting, and musical talents in many ways during the year, 
including the Sunset Ridge Band, Orchestra, Jazz Band and 
Choir Concerts, the Middlefork Sing and the spring play.

Middlefork School’s 
mascot “Splasher 
The Dolphin” awards 
a 3rd grade diploma 
to student Lucas Lai.

Sunset Ridge School 8th grade students 
participate in the inaugural graduation 
ceremony at the new school.

Cast members from James and The Giant Peach participate in the 
highly successful show.

SPECIAL AWARDS PRESENTED
Each year students earn special awards from District 29. 
Among them are:

• Outstanding Achievement Award 7th/8th - Ilana 
Friedel and Kendall Beil

• James Clarkson Award for Outstanding Effort 
7th/8th - Todd Vieregg and Casey Scharoff

• Marty Kravitt Award for Service to the Community - 
Colleen Charchut

• Terry Pfaelzer Award for Service to the School - 
Matty Schulz

• Howard Bultinck Scholarship Award - Sarah Cucco

THANK YOU 
TO JOANN 
TENNENBAUM 
FOR 33 YEARS 
OF SERVICE
District 29 bids a fond fare-
well to 4th Grade Teacher 
Mrs. JoAnn Tennenbaum. 
Mrs. Tennenbaum retired at 
the conclusion of the 2017-
2018 school year after 33 
years of service in District 29. 
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Sunset Ridge School
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District 29 Board Members
Adelbert Spaan, President
Anne Peterson, Vice President
Amanda Alpert Knight
Nancy Detlefsen
Bill Hayes
Jill Mirkovic
Scott Subeck

Contact board members at:
d29_schoolboard@sunsetridge29.org

District 29 Administrators
Edward Stange, Ph.D., Superintendent
stangee@sunsetridge29.org

Mary Frances Greene, Ed.D., Associate 
Superintendent & Middlefork Principal
greenem@sunsetridge29.org

Tom Beerheide, Chief School 
Business Official
beerheidet@sunsetridge29.org

Ivy Sukenik, Ed.D., Sunset Ridge Principal
sukeniki@sunsetridge29.org

Emily Dunham, M.A., Ed.,
Director of Student Services
dunhame@sunsetridge29.org

Sheri Styczen, MEd, Director of 
Technology
styczens@sunsetridge29.org

Corey Dreher, Director of Buildings 
and Grounds
dreherc@sunsetridge29.org

see more at www.sunsetridge29.orgUPCOMING EVENTS


